
    The cheering is still echoing and 
some of the mortarboards are still 
soaring near the Cathedral of St. Joan 
the Evangelist where the graduation 
ceremonies for the class of 2010 were 
held on Thursday evening, May 27.  
Each year, we choose the Cathedral as 
the site of our graduation because it 

represents the sacredness and dignity 
that benefits this important day. We 
were proud to recognize three of our 
girls who were the second generation 
to graduate from St. Joan Antida 
High School.  We also acknowledged 
Cathleen Ali on the graduation of 
her third daughter, Salwa, from SJA, 
honored Rabeeh & Sabah Musaitif, 
on the graduation of their fourth 
daughter, Asrar. We are grateful to 
these families for continuing 
to choose St. Joan Antida High School 
and for sharing their daughters with 
us.

     
State Senator Lena Taylor presented 
the commencement address to our 
graduates. Senator Taylor’s life 
story and message for the girls was 
inspiring and motivating as she urged 
all of them not just to be satisfied with 
a Bachelor’s degree but to continue 
as far as their dreams would take 

them; to find a good mentor to guide 
them along their journey; and then to 
become a mentor and to give back.
    Our girls are never meant to be with 
us forever, and from the time they 
walked through our doors in 2006, we 
were preparing them to leave with all 
the knowledge, skills, and dispositions 
they need to be successful in the next 
steps in their life’s journey. At the end 
of the ceremony we blessed them, as 
they venture into a new chapter of 
life.
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Our Mission
In the spirit of St. Joan Antida 

Thouret, we prepare young  

women to lead and serve in a  

global society through a values 

based Catholic education. 

 

Our Vision 
St. Joan Antida High School is 

the gateway to educational

excellence and service for young 

women who will live and lead in 

a multicultural world.

Graduation 2010

The Future Starts Today!

Some of the graduating class of 2010 pose for the camera.
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A Letter from the
Head of School:
     

Cindy Marino
Dear Friends and Families,

We ended the 2009 – 2010 school year with a 
beautiful graduation celebration on May 27th at The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist.  What a 
glorious event! If you have never participated in the SJA graduation you have missed one of the most 
beautiful, dignified ceremonies ever. As we bid farewell to our graduates, we wish them the best in 
their exciting futures.

Saying goodbye is always difficult but we have so many exciting things to look forward to next school 
year.  Many changes are in place. Some of you may know about these changes but others may not.  
Based on two reports completed in January, 2010, the SJA Board of Directors decided to take a bold 
step in restructuring the school.  First, I was named Head of School in February, 2010.  Although 
I have always been very involved in the day to day operations of the school, under the new model 
I will become more involved.  This will result in one voice supporting the mission and vision.  An 
Academic Dean, directly responsible for curriculum and instruction, will work closely with me.  A 
dean of students will also be part of the administrative team with a focus on addressing discipline, 
attendance, and positive school culture.  New faculty will join several returning faculty in creating
“A New Day at SJA”.  Many changes will be incorporated including but not limited to:
•	 increased focus on 21st century academics
•	 research based best practice
•	 improved student achievement 
•	 data driven decision making
•	 focus on core academics
•	 increased accountability for students, staff, and administration
•	 implementation of restorative justice
•	 improved use of advisory
•	 a new schedule promoting increased time for academics
•	 technology integrated in all studies
•	 increased exposure to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)
•	 greater attention to celebrations of various diverse cultures
•	 project based learning

The Board of Directors will also be changing.  Jerry Vite will be ending his tenure as Chair.  Father 
Doug Leonhardt, former President of Marquette University High School, will be the new Chair of the 
Board.  We are thankful to Jerry for his guidance and leadership.  We welcome Fr. Leonhardt as well 
as several new Board Members who will be introduced in our fall newsletter.  The school’s Leadership 
Team will be: Cynthia Marino, Head of School; Sr. Elizabeth Weber, Provincial Team, Sisters of 
Charity; Maria Schram, Academic Dean; Jamilah Underwood, Dean of Students;  Elizabeth Lingen, 
Director of Admissions; and Nandini Sinha, Chief Development Officer.

These are but a few of the changes you will see when you walk through our doors.  There are, however, 
some things that will NOT change. We remain steadfast in our commitment to our mission and 
vision as stated below:
Our Mission:   In the spirit of St. Joan Antida Thouret, we prepare young women to lead and serve in 
a global society through a values based Catholic education.

Our Vision:  St. Joan Antida High School is the gateway to educational excellence and service for 
young women who will live and lead in a multicultural world.

We also remain committed to our Catholic values and traditions started more than 55 years ago by 
our Sisters of Charity.  The provincial team, Sr. Anne Marie Baemmert, Sr. Theresa Rozga,  and Sr. 
Elizabeth Weber have been actively involved in all the activities and decisions during this period of 
transition.  

Change is always difficult. We ask for your prayers and support.  If you have questions or concerns, 
please contact me or come in for a visit.  We will be working throughout the summer as we prepare 
for “A New Day at SJA” when school reopens in August.  I wish you peace, joy, and beautiful weather 
during these summer days.

In Memoriam

Gary Dulmes arrived at St. Joan 
Antida High School in the spring 
of 2004.  He came out of retirement 
to serve as Interim President during 
a period of transition.  After this 
position, Gary remained part of the 
leadership by joining the Board of 
Directors where he served as Treasurer 
and Finance Chair. His business 
experience provided the expertise 
needed to lead the many financial 
initiatives taken under his guidance 
including significant salary increases, 
an expanded pension program, and 
several capital improvements.

Head of School, Cynthia Marino, 
appreciated Gary’s constant and 
immediate attention to all school issues.  
In fact, during his final days when he 
was unable to be physically present at a 
Board of Directors’ meeting, she shared 
that he insisted on participating via a 
conference call.

Our sincere thoughts and prayers go to 
Gary’s family.  Family was always “first” 
with Gary.  At our auction on April 2, 
2011, Gary’s family will be honored as 
we present the Deus Solus Award as 
a posthumous recognition to our dear 
colleague, Garret (Gary) John Dulmes. 
Rest in peace, Gary. You are missed.

“A change is brought about 
because ordinary people do 
extraordinary things.” 
~President Barack Obama

Cindy Marino with graduating seniors.
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A Letter from the
Head of School:

Greetings from the Acad mic Dean:
Maria Schram

I am delighted to 
begin my new role as 
Academic Dean of 
St. Joan Antida High 
School. My professional 
experience includes ten 
years as principal at 

two archdiocesan schools and thirteen years as a 
middle and high school instructor. Each role has 
afforded me the experience and fortitude to carry 
out this exciting position.

Personally, my greatest pleasure is that of wife 
and mother. My husband David and children 
Nicholas 20 and Phillip 15 bring joy to my life. 
Attending numerous events with my family 
keeps our lives busy and fulfilling.

My vision for St. Joan Antida High School 
includes high academic standards, standards 
of the heart, family and school partnerships, 
and professional development. From these 
characteristics, I would like to share with you our 
direction and my vision for the upcoming year.

High academic standards start with a viable and 
current school curriculum. My first initiative 
is to align State standards to instructional 
strategies and assessments. Data driven decision 
making will become the norm as we continue to 
increase test scores and create an environment 
of successful teaching and learning. Response 
to Intervention will be the hallmark of our 
school. Standards of the heart involve programs, 
themes, and policies to help students become 
caring, respectful, and responsible members 
of the school and greater community. I believe 
it is imperative that we create and maintain a 

school environment where the women of St. Joan 
Antida High School are achieving, safe, happy, 
and free from ridicule. Establishing a positive 
experience and curriculum for our advisory time 
will be paramount as we move forward.

Creating and sustaining parent support and 
involvement is a goal of our leadership team. 
When parents, teachers, and students view 
one another as partners in education, a caring 
community forms around our students. We hope 
to bring about that partnership as we begin our 
new school year.  

Exceptional teachers are life-long learners.  
Professional development is a must for educators 
to stay current with instructional practices in 
order to create and maintain environments 
of high academic standards. Our teacher 
professional development will drive up-to-date 
effective instructional practices. 

As we embark on our next school year, we are 
headed in a positive and exciting direction! May 
you have an enjoyable summer. I look forward to 
seeing you this fall.

Spring 
Achiever

Breakfast

 On April 28, St. Joan Antida 
High School held its 2nd annual 
Achiever Breakfast for students 
and their parents. Recognizing 

the importance of celebrating 
student achievement, these young 

women were nominated by 
teachers for their positive attitude 

toward learning, for their 
generosity and kindness toward 

others, and for their commitment 
to responsible actions. 

Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome Listecki says Mass for the Senior 
Graduation at St. Joan Antida High School this May.

Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome Listecki presided 
over the Senior Graduation Mass at St. Joan 
Antida High School on May 18. 

The senior graduation mass is an annual 
tradition at St. Joan Antida that provides 
students and faculty an opportunity to offer 
congratulations and well wishes to the Class of 
2010.  Archbishop Listecki’s presence is a strong 
affirmation of his commitment to Catholic 
education and the future of Milwaukee.  More 
than 90% of our graduates plan to continue on to 
secondary education and the vast majority (well 
over 80%) will stay in the Milwaukee area.

The young women graduating from St. Joan 
Antida truly are among those who will shape the 
future of our city and bring with them the values 
learned through Catholic education.

Archbishop Listecki Says Mass at SJA!
Spring Achiever Breakfast 2010

e
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Now, That’s 
Smart!
 In the 2009/10 school year, 
11 Saint Joan Antida high 
school students, under the 
guidance of teachers Linda 
Krause and Cindy McLinn, 
were invited to participate 
in the SMART (Students 
Modeling a Research Topic) 
Team through MSOE’s 
Center for Biomolecular 
Modeling. The volunteer 
mentor this year was Dr. 
Mary Holtz from the Medical 
College of Wisconsin.  The 
topic chosen was Vascular 
Endothelial Growth Factor 
Type-B, known as VEGF-B 
which helps blood vessels to 
function correctly.  The final 
presentation took place at 
MCW. 

Students on the 2009-2010 
SJA SMART Team were:
Meghan Krause, Maritza 
Campos, Sukaina Yacoob, 
Jagnoor Grewal, Malayia 
Roper, Kateri Duncklee, 
Monica Harris, Neli Jasso, 
Beanca Buie, Shinny Vang  
and Brianna Castanon

Senior Design Project for Engineering

Sophia Rizzo and Meghan Krause display the “Reel Rake”.

Do you ever find yourself wasting 
money on replacing plastic food storage 
containers because you’ve lost the lids 
or do you wake up sore on Monday 
morning after spending the weekend 
raking and bagging leaves?  These 
problems were addressed by the first 
two SJA teams taking the Engineering 
Design and Development (EDD) class.  

This capstone Project Lead the Way 
class enabled the students to select and 
research a real-life problem and then 
design and prototype the solution.  
During the course of the year, the 
students were mentored by volunteers 
from Johnson Controls.  The four 
seniors completing the capstone were 
Michelle Gonzalez and Nada Ismail, 
who designed a stay-on lid collapsible 
food storage container and Meghan 

Nada Ismail and Michelle Gonzalez demonstrate their “Stay-on Lid Containers”.

Krause and Sophia Rizzo, who designed 
the “Reel Rake”.  They presented their 
projects at the first annual EDD project 
exhibition held at SJA on Tuesday, 
May 25, to nearly fifty attendees who 
included family members, educators and 
engineering professionals.

The student projects were judged by 
local engineering professionals who 
included Dan Curtis, Terry Hoffmann 
and Joe Noworatzky from Johnson 
Controls, Dave Newman from 
Marquette University, Jay Refling from 
Miller-Coors and Sarah Larson and 
Elicia Turnbull (SJA ’03) from Rockwell 
Automation.   The four students were 
later recognized at Honors Day by 
receiving the Engineering Department 
Excellence Awards.  

Vascular Endothelial Growth 
Factor Type-B or VEGF-B.
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2010
Deus Solus Award
Holly Anne Ryan, long time 

supporter and volunteer, was the 
recipient of the 2010 Deus 

Solus Award.  This award is given 
to an individual who has shown 

exceptional support for the mission 
of the school and the Sisters of 

Charity, which is to serve God alone.  
In Holly’s words: “I am humbled 

and feel blessed to volunteer at such 
a unique school and feel that each 

staff member and volunteer are 
making a difference in the lives of 

the students.”

17th Annual Benefit Dinner & Auction

Left, Holly Ryan

tradition, as well as in a debuting activity, 
Chocolate & Diamonds.  Each purchase 
of a numbered box of truffles provided 
entry into a drawing for a pair of diamond 
earrings.

Dinner, catered by Bartolotta’s, followed 
in SJA’s transformed auditorium.  The 
candlelit room was aglow with rich hues 

of plum, lime and 
teal.  Pairs of dramatic 
Mardi Gras masks 
flanked the stage.   On 
each table, a baroque 
gold candelabra, laced 
with ropes of Mardi 
Gras beads, held one-
of-a-kind ceramic and 
intricately beaded 
masks made for the 
event by SJA art 
students. The auction 
catalog also contained 
three students’ line 
drawing interpretations 
of the Mardi Gras   

    theme.
  

The entire SJA community extends deep 
gratitude to all sponsors, donors, volunteers, 
and attendees who made this vibrant 
evening both fun and successful.

Mardi Gras, St. Joan Antida High School’s 
17th Annual Benefit Dinner and Auction, 
was held Saturday, April 24, 2010.  Upon 
their arrival, three hundred guests were 
greeted with beads to wear and lively strains 
of “When the Saints Come Marching In” 
played by SJA music instructor, Lincoln 
Russell.
The evening’s revelry began during a 

Silent Auction.  Art, bottles of wine, and 
Opportunity Baskets were featured in the 
vast array of items up for bid.  Guests were 
invited to participate in SJA’s Wish Tree 

We’re proud to salute Meghan Krause 
(above left), Valedictorian and Jade 

Taylor (above right), Salutatorian, of 
ST. Joan Antida High School’s Class of 

2010! Congratulations!

St. Joan Antida High School’s
Valedictorian and Salutatorian 2010

Laketta Caldwell, Boys and Girls Clubs, 
with two SJA student volunteers.

GREAT MILWAUKEE TRIVIA DECATHLON          RESERVATION 

$1,000 PER TABLE OF UP TO TEN PLAYERS 

$1,000 PER TABLE OF UP TO TEN PLAYERS 
INCLUDES  APPETIZERS AND WINE:

TRIVIA DECATHLONGREAT MILWAUKEE

WITH FOX 6’S TED PERRY

PLAY BEGINS AT 7 P.M. SHARP
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

THE TOP-SCORING TEAM WILL WIN:
   PRIVATE WINE-AND-CHEESE RECEPTION AT TWENTY-THREE, PRIVATE LOUNGE  

   ON THE 23RD FLOOR OF THE HISTORIC PFISTER HOTEL

   INVITATION TO DEFEND THEIR TITLE AT NEXT YEAR’S EVENT

   TRAVELING TROPHY

   AND OF COURSE, BRAGGING RIGHTS!

It’s a Decathlon so there will be 10 questions in 10 different categories. 
Tables answer questions as a team. Surround yourself with the smartest 
people you know and reserve a table today!

Registration is limited to 30 tables.

TEAM CAPTAIN:

CAPTAIN’S PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:
FOR CONFIRMATION AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please send a check payable to St. Joan Antida High School to Steve Kohn, 1110 N. Old World Third St., Ste 620, Milwaukee, WI 53203.

AT ST. JOAN ANTIDA HIGH SCHOOL,1341 N. CASS, MILWAUKEE

 DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 P.M.

Live Music!

ALL PROCEEDS

BENEFIT ST. JOAN ANTIDA

HIGH SCHOOL

Please send a check payable to St. Joan Antida High School, att: Steve Kohn,
1110 N. Old World Third Street, Ste. 620, Milwaukee, WI 53203
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Mock Trial
St. Joan Antida High School Mock 
Trial team showed tremendous success 
this year! After a stellar debut by the 
2009 team, placing 5th in the most 
competitive region in the state, the 2010 
team did it again! Fiercely competing to 
place 4th in the Milwaukee region, they 
successfully argued a medical malpractice 
case and beat Brookfield Academy 
and Wauwatosa West in the regional 
tournament in February.
Led by unbelievable poise and talent of 
the senior class, and faculty coach, Kate 
Knowlton, and added to by amazing 
courage and academic prowess and 
fortitude of two fabulous sophomores, 
Brianna Bennet and Alexsus Locket-
Glover, who gave Shorewood a run for 
their money in the 3rd round.  A tie-
breaker vote by the judges was required in 
their 4th round (unfortunately, Brookfield 
East won that one). Shorewood coaches 
and parents stated that the round against 
SJA was the most competitive they had 
before they went to State competition by 
placing 1st and 2nd in our region, with 
Brookfield East as 3rd and SJA as 4th 
place!  YOU GO, GIRLS!

What is my blood pressure and why is it 
so important?  Where can lead be found 
in the home and what problems can it 
cause for young children?  What could 
happen when you combine drinking 
and driving?  The answers to all these 
questions and more could be found at 
the Second Annual SJA Health Fair, 
held in the SJA gym on Thursday, 
April 15, 2010.   Students picked up 
informational brochures and spoke 
with guest presenters (from the City 
of Milwaukee Health Dept., Children’s 
Health Education Center, Jewish 
Family Services, the Pregnancy Help 

above: Students learn the importance of testing blood pressure 
and more at the Second Annual SJA Health Fair.

Center, Aurora, MSOE, Marquette 
University, plus others). They had the 
opportunity to get blood pressure and 
scoliosis screening, and watch self-
defense demonstrations and video 
segments- all geared to the many 
aspects of physical and emotional 
health and well-being.

By offering students health education 
and medical screenings, we hope to 
increase students’ health awareness, 
promote a healthy lifestyle, and 
promote better-informed consumers 
in the health care system.

The Second Annual SJA Health Fair

Back row, left to right: Rianna Madden, Meghan Krause, Natalia Rojas,

Mariah Morris, Sophia Rizzo, Nada Ismail, and Coach, Kate Knowlton.

Front row, left to right: Brianna Bennet, Shinny Vang, Jade Taylor,  Jagnoor

Grewel, and Alexsus Locket-Glover.
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St. Joan Antida High School hosted their 28th annual Cultures Celebration on March 29 and 30, 2010.  This long-standing 
school tradition celebrates the rich diversity of the young women who attend the school.  Through expressions of song and 
dance, students portray the strength and beauty of young women representing diverse backgrounds from all over the world.  
From traditional African, Mexican, Native American and Polish dances, to poetry readings, drummers, and choirs, students will 
showcase their many ethnic backgrounds and diverse talents.  All performances are choreographed by students and planning of 

the event was completed by a committee of students and teachers.

Honoring Diversity through Cultures Week

School Car Wash to Benefit SJA!
Who says work can’t be fun?  Last fall, a group of students helped raise money for 

the Franciscan Pilgrimage to Assisi by hosting two car washes.  They had such a 

great time in the sun and suds that they volunteered to organize a Spring Car Wash 

to benefit the school.  Numerous freshwomen set to work making signs and rallying 

support from their peers for the May 22nd car wash.  Shown here are Sister Jennifer 

Daul and freshwoman, Danielle Padron, having some sudsy fun! Watch for the SJA 

Benefit Car Washes to continue in the Fall and Spring!
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Add These Dates
to Your Calendar

July 15-18
Festa Italiana

August 12-13
Camp SJA

August 26
Back to School Night

August 27
Student Orientation

August 30
First Day of Classes

September 25
Trivia Decathlon Night!

October 7-8		
Parent-Teacher Conferences

October  28		
Admissions Open House

November  7
Fall Festival & Spaghetti Dinner

April 2, 2011
SJA Auction

Voices From Sancey is a true 
celebration of Freshwomen writing!    
Our newspaper from Sancey is an 
opportunity for the Freshwomen 
at St. Joan Antida H.S. to learn 
different kinds of writing and see 
their work go beyond a graded 
academic exercise.  Their writing can 
become an expression  of themselves 
to share with family, friends, and 
the school community. Right, is an 
example of one of our Freshwomen 
entries.

Voices From Sancey
SJA

by Julietta Alonso and Diana Dillard
St. Joan Antida H.S. has been around for 
50 years
It was started by strong women of charity
They have been years full of tears and 
cheers
We have grown in our popularity

Our school is a garden
It is made up of hundreds of flowers
And if we stick together now
We won’t be brought down by any showers

Yes, we are all unique
That is what makes us the finest
We are definitely not weak
And our future will be the brightest

We know where we stand and we won’t 
forget it
At SJA, the sky is the limit

Julietta Alonso and Diana Dillard

Mix 12 to 15 Freshwomen and two teach-
ers on a Saturday morning between 9:00 
and noon and what do you have?  Satur-
day School in Sancey Hall!  Three of the 
best hours in the week where teachers and 
students work together, make academic 
progress, build friendships, and laugh at 
the silliest things.  For SJA students to suc-
ceed and be leaders in the global society the 
Freshwomen teachers saw a need to help the 
girls succeed.  Our world is changing rapidly 
and we need to help prepare the girls for jobs 
that have not yet been invented.

  

To fulfill this vision the teachers of the 
Freshwomen Academy take an idea that al-
ready existed at SJA on a very limited ba-
sis,  that of Saturday School, and expanded 
it to operate on a regularly scheduled basis. 
Since January 2010, Saturday School has 
been held nearly every two weeks from 9:00 
a.m. until noon and even later if the student 
needed the time to complete their work.  

Andrea Hatcher, Sr. Vice President M&I 
Bank, a volunteer at Saturday School, has 
enjoyed her experience with the girls

Out-of-State Colleges:  9
Wisconsin Private Colleges:  20
Wisconsin State Colleges: 14
Wisconsin Technical Colleges: 14
Vocational/Trade Schools:  3
Out-of Country/Foreign Colleges: 2
Military: 3
Employment : 1
Returning to Country of Origin: 1

Class of 2010
Where are they headed?

Saturday School for Freshwomen	

immensely.  She said:  “Saturday school was 
great and a lot of fun; a very worthwhile use 
of a Saturday morning.”  

SJA student, Samantha York, with Andrea 
Hatcher, Senior VP, M&I Bank.
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Alumnae Updates
Save the Date

 Fall Festival and 
Spaghetti Dinner
November 7, 2010

Planning has already begun for the 

annual Fall Festival and Spaghetti 

Dinner.   Many alumnae can tell 

their stories of being waitresses for 

countless plates of meatballs, sauce 

and cannoli!  Our student waitresses 

will work hard as always, but many 

alum volunteers are also needed to 

help make the day a success.   Please 

consider helping – there are a wide 

variety of opportunities to match 

individual talents.  For more details, 

please contact Elizabeth (Stengel) 

Lingen, SJA ’93 at 414-274-4709 or 

elingen@saintjoanantida.org.

JULY 15-18, 2010.  For many years, SJA 
has had a presence at Festa Italiana. We 
have had school reunions, bocce ball tour-
naments, and many fundraising endeavors 
for the school.  We will continue this tra-
dition again in partnership with LoDuca 
Wines.  LoDuca is the wine vendor for 
Festa Italiana and last year they offered the 
opportunity for SJA to staff the booth in 
exchange for a monetary donation.  This 
was a great partnership which we will con-
tinue for Festa 2010.  The SJA Alumnae 
Association will coordinate this effort and 
will provide shift captains for all four days 
of Festa Italiana.  On each shift, 8-10 addi-
tional volunteers are needed in the form of 
alums, family, friends, and other supporters 
of the school.  We need over 100 volunteers 
to cover the 4-day run of the event, so please 

consider giving your time. In exchange for 
working a shift, volunteers receive: free ad-
mission and free parking.  You can enjoy a 
full day at Festa for free and give back to the 
school at the same time!

This year, the Alumnae Association will re-
ceive the tips received at the booth as well as 
a stipend from LoDuca Wine.  In turn, the 
Alumnae Association will work with school 
administration to determine areas of great-
est need and donate the proceeds back to 
the school.   Can you think of a better way 
to spend a summer day?  If you can help at 
Festa, please contact:

Elizabeth (Stengel) Lingen

SJA ’93 at 414-274-4709 or

elingen@saintjoanantida.org.

Festa Italiana – Volunteers Needed

On June 5, 2010, the SJA Class of 1960 gathered to celebrate their 50th High School Reunion.  They 
began their afternoon together with a mass in the school chapel and then continued to enjoy a won-
derful dinner together.  The class was joined by Sr. Giovana Bellante, Sr. Maria Giannini, and Sr. 
Cecilia Tagliavia – three of the faculty members who taught these young women. 

St. Joan Antida is proud to announce 
that Junior Liana Green received one 
of the Gesu Parish Peacemaker awards 
for her work with Harm Circles.  These 
circles, which are part of the MPS Safe 
Schools/Healthy Students Initiative, 
are an alternative to suspension and 
rather than focus on punishment seek 
to heal the harm in altercations at SJA.  
Coach, Doug Smith, chose Liana for the 
most difficult cases due to her compas-
sionate nature and understanding of her 
fellow classmates’ motives and problems.  

The “Robert F. Purcell, S.J., Gesu Parish 
Peacemaker Awards” are given for exem-
plary peacemaking actions to students 
from eleven Catholic schools in the Mil-
waukee area.  With so many forms of 
violence rampant in our neighborhoods, 
nation and world, these students are a 
sign of consolation to all of us that the 
“Peace of Christ” lives today in the lead-
ers of tomorrow.

Lianna Green Wins Gesu Parish Peacekeeper Award

Lianna Green
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Admissions Office Update
SJA is undergoing some exciting changes for the coming school year!  

One of these changes – transportation services – will have a dramatic impact on 
the ability of some young women to choose SJA.  We often speak with families 
who are interested in SJA, but our lack of available bus service has made it difficult 
for them to get to school each day.  Now that we will be offering transportation to 
both the north and south side neighborhoods, families will find it much easier to 
consider an all-girls education for their daughters.

This spring, we have been receiving a number of phone calls from families who have 
believed that they were out of time to be eligible for Choice vouchers or financial 
aid at a private high school.  These families felt that a Catholic education was out of 
reach for their daughters.  SJA has always had a passionately strong commitment to 
providing Catholic education for young women at an affordable cost.  We are still 
able to offer Choice spots and financial aid for fall enrollment, so if you know of 
a young woman who could benefit from a Catholic high school education, please 
contact the Admissions Office at 414-274-4709.  We would be happy to meet with 
them individually to discuss options that will meet their  financial needs.

Camp SJA
Volunteers Needed
Camp SJA is our annual 

orientation camp for incoming 

freshwomen.  It is a two-day 

event at which students get to 

know their teachers, classmates, 

and school expectations through 

a variety of fun activities.  In 

addition to staff members at the 

event, volunteer assistance is 

needed in these areas:

• Group leaders with experience 
in motivational and team-building 
activities (August 12 and 13, 
daytime) 

• Setting up/serving at the “Welcome 
Cookout” for students and their 
parents (August 12, evening) 

• “Night owls” willing to stay awake 
through the night while daytime 
chaperones and students sleep 
(August 12, 11:00 pm through 

August 13, 6:00 am)

If you are able to help with any 

of these volunteer needs, please 

contact:

Elizabeth Lingen

Admissions Director

414-274-4709 

elingen@saintjoanantida.org

Volunteers help in a number of ways here at St. Joan Antida High School.  They have helped 
by tutoring, mentoring, chaperoning and you can see them working on the annual Auction, 
assisting in the front office, facilitating Rainbow Discussions, data entry, providing mean-
ingful Leadership Lunches and helping out with mock interviews. We wish to thank all of 
our volunteers, including those from  Johnson Controls, MSOE, Rockwell Automation and 
M&I Bank.

  

In addition, we have developed a unique partnership with MSOE for the coming school 
year.  MSOE students will serve as tutors and mentors for students enrolled in Project Lead 
the Way.  Our girls will also be eligible to attend summer camps and a variety of other events 
at MSOE.  Selected SJA seniors will also be able to take a course at MSOE as a part-time 
student in order to earn college credit.

Thank You SJA volunteers for giving us the most important gift, the gift of yourself.

“It’s where we go and what we do when we get there, that tells us who we are.”
Joyce Carol Oates

Thank You to Our Volunteers
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It’s our turn to thank all our 
volunteers who have spent 
countless hours helping our 
students and the school.

•	 Tutors/Mentors
•	 Hosting Leadership 

Lunches & Rainbows
•	 Event Volunteers
•	 Guest Speakers
•	 Publication Volunteer
•	 Board of Directors

You are invited to a special “Tea 
with the President” on July 15.  
Please look for your invitation 
in the mail.

A special thank you to Janice 
Woodward for her help with 
this newsletter.

Thank You, Volunteers!

Alum of the Year 2010
It is time to start thinking about the 2010 Alum of the Year!  Each year, the Alumnae Association selects from among many worthy nominations to award 
this honor at the annual Fall Festival and Spaghetti Dinner.  Past nominees have come from many “walks of life” and have all had wonderful stories of their 
accomplishments.  

Do you know an alum who has given back to her community in significant ways?  An alum who has made extraordinary career accomplishments?
An alum who has made a difference in your own life?

Please consider nominating a woman with one of these qualities.  You can use the nomination form below and submit via e-mail, fax, or regular mail.   

Name of alum being nominated: _________________________________________________________________________________________
				         First Name			   Last Name		                  Maiden Name
Graduation Year: __________

Nominee’s phone: __________________________	  Nominee’s email:_________________________________

Reason for Nomination: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of person making nomination: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Nominator’s phone: ____________________________________________	 Nominator’s email: _______________________________________
Nominations due September 15, 2010.

Please send nomination to Elizabeth Lingen:
E-mail: elingen@saintjoanantida.org				    St. Joan Antida
Fax: 414-272-3135	 	 	 	 OR MAIL:		 1341 N. Cass Street
							       Milwaukee, WI  53202

Once a “techie,” always a “techie.”   Sr. 
Giovanna Bellante has been working with 
technology since she began teaching at 
SJA in 1959.  As the business teacher, she 
utilized the then state-of-the-art business 
technology – the manual typewriter.  And 
her bookkeeping classes relied on such in-
novative technology as paper-and-pencil, 
and the adding machine – not a calculator! 
“In the 70s,” Sr. Giovanna recalls, “Mr. Cu-
dahy donated $17,000 so that we could up-
date our business lab with the newest tech-
nology – Olympic Electric typewriters.”

Always interested in what would make her 
students the most successful, Sr. Giovanna 
eagerly accepted Mr. Cudahy’s offer and set 
out to learn the ins-and-outs of this latest 
technological acquisition.  Sr. Giovanna 
remembers that, “the touch on the electric 
typewriters was so different, much, much 
lighter than the manual typewriters.  There 
was also a built-in correction feature, so my 
students no longer needed to use typewrit-
er erasers or correction paper.  But, I had 
to teach myself so that I could teach them.”  

While Sr. Giovanna was no longer teaching 
when computers became part of the busi-
ness classes, she has learned how to utilize 

them.  From the fall of 1981 through June of 
2008, Sr. Giovanna assisted in the business 
office at SJA, paying bills and doing payroll, 
all of which eventually became computer-
generated and recorded.  Today, at the age of 
80, Sr. Giovanna continues to use the com-
puter to check her e-mail.

Sr. Giovanna recalls that her students were 
her top priority during her 22 years of teach-
ing at SJA.  She said that it was important to 
her to encourage her students, challenge her 
students and to make sure she compliment-
ed them for their good work.  One of the 
favorite things that Sr. Giovanna reminisces 
about is attendance at all of the girls’ volley-
ball games, both home and away.  “We really 
enjoyed going to those games and cheering 
our girls on.  And, the girls so appreciated 
that we were there.”  Sr. Giovanna also 
fondly remembers that her students used to 
tease her that she had “gotten into trouble,” 
whenever she was summoned to Sr. Alfreda 
Scurti’s office by the sound of Sr. Alfreda’s 
‘signal’ bell.  “Those are good memories,” says 
Sr. Giovanna. She may be contacted at:

Presentation Convent
1329 North Cass Street
Milwaukee, WI   53202

414-276-4173

Wish Tree for
2010 – 2011 
School Year

• Library Books	 	 $200

• Field Trips	 	 $200

• Uniforms	 	 $200

• Classroom Supplies	 $200

• Smart Boards	 	 $500

• Camp SJA	 	 $100

• Camera	 	 $100

Your generosity supports our 
school!

Sister Giovanna Bellante
Where Are They Now?

Sister Giovanna Bellante
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