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International Baccalaureate Testing: 
Challenges and Benefits
By: Lisa Kohlndorfer

One year since adopting the International Baccalaureate (IB) World curriculum, the 
students of St. Joan Antida High School (SJA) are rising to the challenge. In May, the 
current class of Seniors took the IB program’s uniquely extensive tests. More than 
just a way to earn college credits, the IB tests encourage students to learn above and 
beyond the curriculum you would find in a typical classroom.

“The IB program provides academic opportunities for our students beyond 
anything we have ever offered before,” said Sue Kosiboski, IB Diploma Programme 
coordinator. “The IB program, which is more than just the tests, is an intense amount 
of work. Our students have transitioned well to this new model, and testing is just one 
example of that.”

Story continues on page 14 



Letter from Head of School Letter from Alumnae Association

Dear Friends,

Another year has come to an end.  Another 
class has graduated and moved to the next 
stage of their journey.  Another group 
of students has moved one step closer to 
becoming a true St. Joan Antida woman! As 
I reflect on this past year, I can truly say that 
I am the luckiest person alive! I get to work 
with our young women every single day and 
empower them to understand their God-given 
potential, find and give voice to their passion, 
and make a difference for the better in their 
communities and in the world.

This year was the first year that St. Joan 
Antida High School was authorized as an 
International Baccalaureate (IB) World 
School. Four Senior girls tested in four 

subject areas, which is quite impressive since they only took one year of a two-year program 
and felt confident enough to try. I am pleased to report that three out of the four girls earned IB 
scores that are eligible for college credit at many universities. Our Junior class has just finished 
year one of the two-year program and will be our first full-diploma set of students to test in the 
college diploma program or the career-related program. They will test in May of 2017.

Every ending brings about new beginnings. We have seen some of our staff members retire, 
leave to become full-time parents, or make a transition in their professional lives. We will miss 
them and wish them well on their journey. Congratulations to our librarian, Roberta Szabo, 
on her retirement and faculty members Amanda Seppanen, Donna Eddy, Winifred Sartoris, 
and Kira Sorenson on their new career paths. We are also happy to congratulate Carolyn 
Braunreiter, Art Teacher, and Theresa Jones, Spanish Teacher, on becoming new mothers this 
year. It has truly been a year of blessings for the SJA community.

I wish all of our students and families safety, comfort, and rejuvenation this summer! Enjoy this 
time off and use it wisely. August 11, our first day of the new school-year, will come faster than 
you think!  

Finally, thank you to everyone who made this year so successful!  It truly took a village of 
parents, students, staff, faculty, and community members to come together and make all of 
the opportunities of this past year possible.  I will forever be grateful to all of you for ensuring 
limitless possibilities for the young women of SJA.

God’s Blessings and Care,

Paul T. Gessner
Head of School

Dear SJA Alumnae,

Summer is here and school is out of session, 
but there is much to report from St. Joan Antida 
High School! The Spring semester is an exciting 
and challenging time. The conclusion of classes 
are inextricably linked with the rigors of final 
exams, a process that requires concentration, 
stamina and ample effort. To assist St. Joan’s 
students during exam preparation, the SJA 
Alumnae Association assembled “Exam Survival 
Kits” to give the girls a boost both physically 
and psychologically. The kits contained healthy 
snacks, a bottle of water, office supply items (a 
highlighter, Post-it® notes, etc.) as well as an 
official SJA Alumnae Association coin purse and 

inspirational quotes to encourage the girls through the course of exams. The kits were 
distributed in person by Association members during lunch hour prior to exam week. It is 
through activities such as this that we as alumnae connect with and give back to the school 
that we love and the young women that it continues to educate.

Another important part of Spring semester is graduation. The Class of 2016 were awarded 
their diplomas on May 31st at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist. At the end of the 
ceremony they were welcomed by the SJA Alumnae Association as its newest members and 
encouraged to stay in touch with the school and fellow alumnae as they proceed through 
college, career and personal milestones. We all automatically became members of the 
SJA Alumnae community upon graduation and joined a group more than 4,000 strong of 
talented and successful women across the country. At graduation time we are all reminded 
of our connection to St. Joan Antida High School and encouraged, just as the new grads 
were, to maintain a relationship with each other and with the school that nurtured and 
prepared us for life after graduation.

Speaking of keeping in touch, a great way to accomplish that while having a lot of fun is 
to attend one of the many class reunions taking place this summer! The classes of 1966, 
’76, ’86, ’91 and ’96 are holding reunions throughout the area and are sure to be full of 
laughter and lots of stories from the “good old days” at SJA. Check the school’s Facebook 
page, website, or contact the Development Department for more information and to sign 
up. A longtime summer tradition that also provides a way to reconnect with the school is at 
Festa Italiana at Henry Maier Festival Park in downtown Milwaukee. This year the festival 
runs from July 22-24. Be sure to visit us at the main gate wine booth where SJA alumnae, 
staff and volunteers will be pouring delicious libations while supporting the school and its 
mission.

One last summer related item to mention is the return of the SJA Alumna of the Year 
Award. The Alumnae Association wishes to recognize an SJA alumna’s outstanding 
contributions to her profession and/or community which support the mission of SJA. If 
you know an alumna that exemplifies these traits please nominate her and share her story 
with the alumnae community. Nominations are currently being accepted for the 2016 
award and may be submitted via email, online or in printable form until August 19. 

I wish you all a healthy and enjoyable summer and encourage you, once again, to be in 
touch as we celebrate St. Joan Antida High School and each other!

Warm Regards, 

Nicole Perow
SJA Class of 1993
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St. Joan Antida High School
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L-R: Martha (Shiroda) Secosh, ’58, Nicole 
Perow, ’93 with daughter, Sophia Geurts, and 

Toni (Neuzerling) Liddy, ’66, at the Exam 
Survival Kit handout on May 16.
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23rd Annual Auction sets new records

St. Joan Antida High School’s (SJA) 23rd Annual Auction, Global Perspective. Local Results., was a resounding success 
thanks to the many alumnae, friends, and volunteers who came together in support of our students on Saturday, April 30. 
More than 300 guests filled the school and enjoyed raffles, silent, live, and scholarship auctions, and catering provided 
by Bartolotta. This year’s event raised more than $215,000, exceeding all event goals and creating a new record in both 
dollars raised and number of attendees! 

Highlights of the event included a powerful spoken word performance by our students and presenting Honorary Auction 
Chair, Kathy Mykleby of WISN 12 News, with SJA’s first Trailblazer in Women’s Leadership Award.

All money raised will go to support student enrichment programming, student scholarships, and educational programs 
including: 

• New global issues research database for our library
• Funding for our Senior Class Retreat
• Sketchbooks, paint sets and investigational workbooks for our IB Art courses
• Novels for our English department
• Solder kits for our Digital Electronics course
• Funding for our athletics programs (soccer and volleyball)

A special thank you to our presenting sponsor, The Biel Family, and our gold- and silver-level sponsors: 
Kapur & Associates, Mortgage Guaranty Insurance Corporation (MGIC), Park Bank, Todd Wehr Foundation, Weiss 
Berzowski LLP, Aurora Health Care, Baird Foundation, Johnson Bank, Johnson Controls, Mount Mary University, 
Northwestern Mutual, PEARLS for Teen Girls, Ritz Holman LLP, Sisters of Charity of St. Joan Antida, Missy and John 
Van Lieshout, VJS Construction Services, WaterStone Bank, Wheaton Franciscan Health Care, and WISN 12 News.

Auction guests enjoyed the opportunity to learn about SJA as Milwaukee’s newest International Baccalaureate (IB) World 
School. Learn more about SJA’s IB program in our new video, which premiered at the event, by visiting our YouTube 
page (youtube.com and search “St. Joan Antida High School”).

Thank you to all of our supporters, volunteers and auction committee members who helped us raise record funds for our 
students!

Photo Key: 
1. Denisha Tate and Ebony Haynes of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee.
2. Members of the Class of 1966.
3. Alumnae Volunteer Dana Williamson-Neal, ’89, at the Chocolate & Diamonds raffle station.
4. L-R: Domenic Foti, Joe Palmisano, David Doem, Anthony Baudo, Sal Purpora.
5. Honorary Auction Chair Kathy Mykleby, WISN 12, and Sister Theresa Rozga, SCSJA, ’77.
6. SJA Head of School Paul Gessner and supporter Janice Biel .
7. Guests John and Peggy Griffith enjoy their wine auction winnings.
8. Guests mingle in the silent auction area prior to dinner.
9. L-R: Jennifer Bartolotta, Sister Theresa Rozga, SCSJA, ’77, Janice Biel
10. L-R: Dicy Rivera, ’16, Kellie Phillips, ’16,  Jasmine Mueller, ’16, Quannashia Nickelson, ’16, Jeriah Allen, ’16,

Mary Joyce Vinas, ’18, Jada Barnes, ’16.
11. Northwestern Mutual sponsored table.
12. Members of the Class of 1966.
13. Students perform their spoken-word piece, “I am a St. Joan Antida Woman,” during the Auction dinner.
14. Sister Monica Fumo, SCSJA, helps increase the bidding on the Spaghetti with the Sisters live Auction package.
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SJA’s 1976 Junior Prom: “Dreams 
Come True” 

The Junior Prom was a much-anticipated 
event each Spring, complete with a 
reigning court! Pictured are Queen 
Monica Simpson, ’77, and her King, Tim 
Perry (center, seated), surrounded by the 
rest of their court.

SJA in Time

SJA News and Happenings
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2016 Deus Solus Award recipient: Susan Bellehumeur

The Auction program included the annual presentation of the Deus Solus award. The award is the 
school’s most prestigious honor that is given to an individual who demonstrated a commitment and 
dedication to the mission of St. Joan Antida High School (SJA). This award is presented to a person 
who has contributed to the life and success of SJA by embracing the charism and mission of St. 
Joan Antida and collaborating with school leadership and the Sisters to empower the young women 
we serve. Deus Solus is Latin for “God Alone” - the motto of St. Joan Antida and the Community 
of the Sisters of Charity of St. Joan Antida.

SJA was proud to announce Susan Bellehumeur of Robert W. Baird as the 2016 Deus Solus 
award recipient!

Sue Bellehumeur has been active at St. Joan Antida High School in various volunteer positions 
since 1995, with service on the Board of Directors until 2008. She served as President of 
the Board during challenging times of transition and growth, and during that time helped to 
update Board structure as well as develop Board Committees. She spearheaded the school’s 
first strategic plan at SJA in 2002 and began the process of yearly audits of the school’s 
finances. Bellehumeur actively participated in developing the school’s official Mission and 
Vision Statements with the Sisters and helped to facilitate the school’s Transition to Lay 
Administration. After her terms ended as a board member, Bellehumeur continued her 
commitment as an active participant in school events and is very generous in sharing her talents 
and treasure.

On the selection, Sister Anne Marie Baemmert, SCSJA, said in her presentation of the award, 
“Sue has always been courageous in her vision and had the wisdom and leadership skills to 
lead us forward in our mission of education. She is a great woman, unassuming, humble, 
and approachable, a gentle spirit but also a woman of passion, passion for the education and 
empowerment of women, our young women.”

On behalf of SJA staff, students and the SCSJA Community, we thank Susan Bellehumeur for 
more than 20 years of service and support of our mission!

Susan Bellehumeur (R) accepts the Deus 
Solus award, presented by Sister Anne 

Marie Baemmert, SCSJA.

L-R: Susan Bellehumeur, Paul Gessner, 
Head of School.

Q: How long have you been at SJA, and what do you like  
best about the school?
Mr. Borgstrom: This will be my 17th year at SJA, after 22 years 
of teaching in total. After earning my Bachelor’s at Wheaton 
College in 1977, I eventually went back to school and graduated 
with my Master’s from UW-Whitewater in 1999. Coming 
from West Bend, people asked me why I would want to move 
so far away to teach at such a small high school. But I had a 
good feeling about this school, even when I first interviewed 
with Sister Monica Fumo and the principal at the time, Sioux 
Henzig, ’64. I thought, “Wow, this is a great opportunity!” I 
felt like this was a place where I could make a real difference. 
The small class sizes and the level of personal attention that we 
can give is something that really benefits our students. I love 
what I do here.

Q: Tell us about the classes that you teach. 
Mr. Borgstrom: I teach two engineering classes: Intro to 
Engineering and Principles of Engineering. The first class is 
designed to get the students excited about the subject. In the 
second class, we add more math as things get more complicated. 
But the courses are meant to be fun! My favorite part is the 
hands-on projects for the students. In the introductory class, 
they learn the AutoCAD software for designing things on a 
computer. In Principles of Engineering, the students work for 
six weeks building a bridge, learning about the stresses and 
angles that go into that. I get to see them through the step-by-
step process of building something new. And on the day that it 

all comes together, every girl is beaming. Each one of them is 
proud of what they’ve made. That’s the best part for me, seeing 
them enjoy the material.

Q: What is your favorite SJA event?
Mr. Borgstrom: I love the Auction fundraiser. It’s a great way 
to showcase SJA and the best that the school has to offer. Every 
year a few students are singled out specifically as some of the 
successes of the school. It’s one of my favorite nights of the 
year.

Q: What is the one most important lesson you wish all of 
your students would take away? 
Mr. Borgstrom: Attitude is everything. I put a new quote up 
on my wall every day for the students—mostly on this theme of 
attitude. I tell my students that bad things are going to happen 
in your life, that’s part of being human. But how you handle 
each situation will determine how successful you are. I would 
like all my students to remember that Mr. B taught them to keep 
a positive mindset and to always look on the bright side. 

Q: If you could travel anywhere throughout time,  
where/when would you go?
Mr. Borgstrom: I would like to see the pyramids being built 
in Egypt, when the pharaohs were still alive. I’ve taken some 
archaeology courses and studied in Israel for a time. That stuff 
fascinates me. I would love to visit some of those old ruins and 
see how they were made.

Faculty Spotlight

SJA recognizes The Todd Wehr Foundation

SJA was proud to name The 
Todd Wehr Foundation 
as recipients of our 2016 
Corporate and Community 
Partnership Award, presented 
to the Foundation’s President 
Allan Iding at our 23rd Annual 
Auction on April 30.

The Community and 
Corporate Partnership Award 

was created to provide notable recognition to Southeastern Wisconsin 
organizations that make significant investments in our work and in 
the young women whom we serve. Providing lead support for a major 
strategic initiative to grow our Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) curriculum, The Todd Wehr Foundation is one example 
of this profound support. 

In 2008, The Todd Wehr Foundation made a significant $520,000 
commitment to enhance our Science labs, creating what is known 
today as The Todd Wehr Science Center. The renovated Biology, 
Chemistry and Psychics labs allowed us to grow our STEM and Girls 
in Engineering programs, offering a stronger science curriculum with 
larger classroom and lab spaces, updated equipment and tools that 
were previously unavailable. That growth was instrumental in SJA’s 
authorization as an IB World School in late 2014. 

The St. Joan Antida High School family is grateful for the profound 
impact The Todd Wehr Foundation has made and continues to make 
on the lives of the young women we serve. 

Pictured L-R: Todd Wehr Foundation President Allan Iding accepts 
the 2016 Corporate and Community Partnership Award from Judith 
(Dougan) Hurley, ’68, Chair of SJA’s Board of Directors

Gifts at Work
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Timothy Borgstrom 
Engineering Faculty
By: Lisa Kohlndorfer
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Updates from the SJA  
Admissions Office

Welcome from SJA’s new Admissions Director 

As the new Director of 
Admissions and Enrollment at 
St. Joan Antida High School 
(SJA), it is my job to inform 
others about why this institution 
is the premier option for 
incoming and current students. 
Since 1954, SJA has always been 
the place to be for a quality high 
school education. With our 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
curriculum, various community 

partnerships (PEARLS for Teen Girls and Boys & Girls Clubs, 
among others), and Project Lead the Way STEM focus, it is 
truly an honor to inform future SJA families, school guidance 
counselors, administration and other community organizations 
about what being a part of St. Joan Antida’s legacy means for our 
learners and how that has a direct impact on the community.

Coming to SJA with a professional background that includes 
retail management, College Admissions and Human Resources, 
my experience thus far at SJA has been phenomenal. As a 

graduate from Alverno College with an undergraduate degree 
in Business & Management and a Master’s of Science & 
Management, I consider myself a lifelong learner. Returning to 
work in the educational field and being given the opportunity to 
work for SJA connects me with many of my personal beliefs and 
values. 

I truly enjoy working with the public and aligning our future 
leaders of tomorrow with the skills and experiences that will be 
of serious value to their life, which ultimately starts from the 
moment that you commit to being a part of SJA’s longstanding 
legacy.

Know of a family looking for a quality high school experience for 
their daughter? Contact me at acarter@saintjoanantida.org or 
call (414) 274-4709. 

I look forward to seeing you at a future SJA event!

Alexis Carter
Director of Admissions and Enrollment

SJA’s Admissions Process: 

We are often asked about what is required for admission to SJA and 
the process that incoming students must complete. In preparation for 
our Fall enrollment season, we want to share that process here.

Step One: Submit an application. Be sure to include appropriate 
signatures, have the potential student complete the Admissions essay 
and verify that the contact information from the student’s current 
school is accurate.

Step Two: Upon review of the application, the family will be 
contacted to schedule a personalized Admissions appointment in 
which the prospective student and family are invited to the campus 
to take a tour, see the facilities and have an open conversation about 
what life at SJA can look like for the student. 

Step Three: Following an Admissions appointment and completed 
application, a formal transcript request will be sent to the student’s 
current school. Materials requested will include the following: 

     • Guidance Counselor/8th Grade Teacher Questionnaire 
     • Individualized Education Plan (IEP), if applicable
     • Final 7th grade report card
     • 8th grade report cards
     • Most recent standardized test scores 

Step Four: Once transcripts are received, the 
student will register for a time to take our Placement 
Exam. Current 8th grade students take three exams: 
English, Spanish and Math. These exams allow for us 
to determine a student’s current academic ability and 
are not graded to determine eligibility for enrollment. 
If a student has no experience in Spanish they will 
automatically be placed in Spanish 1.

Step Five: A credit evaluation will take place once 
the application, transcripts and placement exam are 
received. Shadow Visit Days are offered throughout 
the school year and can allow the student to 
experience a day as an SJA student while they shadow 
a current SJA Student Ambassador. 

Step Six: Once the evaluation is complete, 
acceptance to SJA for the following school year is 
granted. However, enrollment is contingent on 
completion of the Wisconsin/Milwaukee Parental 
Choice Program application (used to cover the cost 
of tuition and fees, and will be made available around 
February) or a tuition payment agreement.

1

4

6

52

3
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Johnson Controls hosts career day for SJA students

On Tuesday, Feb. 16, Johnson Controls hosted a career day 
at their downtown office for students in our International 
Baccalaureate Career-related Programme (IB-CP). These 
students are a part our Girls in Engineering program and 
have taken two or more engineering classes so far in their SJA 
careers.

The career day started with a history lesson on how Johnson 
Controls began with the invention of the first electric room 
thermostat in 1885 and then evolved into the multi-faceted 
company it is today. Students then toured software and hardware 
labs in their Building Efficiency unit, getting a chance to see the 
3D prototyping area, actuator testing labs and what goes into 
turning a design into the final product that ships to customers. 
The main focus on the tour was to show students the many 
complex steps involved in how they build sophisticated and 
energy efficient heating and cooling systems to help control 
building environments.

To further help the students understand how problem solving 
and teamwork is integral to the success at Johnson Controls, 
a group of 10 engineers representing different disciplines, 
including software, firmware, mechanical, user experience, 
hardware and software testing, joined for a Q&A session. Each 
engineer explained his/her role and how that role is essential in 

product development. The students were introduced to various 
fields of engineering and got a solid understanding of how, in a 
large company like Johnson Controls, cross-industry training 
and collaboration is key. As shared in the Q&A as an example, 
a software engineer and user experience engineer often work 
together on solution development for a product or client need. 
The students even had the chance to sit in on a production 
meeting for a new product Johnson Controls is developing, 
getting a first-hand feel of what it takes to research, build and 
design a multi-million dollar product for a customer.

The day ended with lunch on Johnson Control’s product 
showcase floor. Students got to see many of their product lines 
and had a chance to interact with members of the Johnson 
Controls team from business units beyond engineering like HR 
and marketing.

The students gained a perspective of how their IB-CP 
coursework and SJA team building, communication, and 
character skills apply to the work-life of an engineer.

We thank Johnson Controls for their continued partnership with 
our Girls in Engineering program. We want to especially thank 
Eric Eben, Gary Gavin and all of the staff who made our career 
day visit possible!

SJA News and Happenings



ST. JOAN ANTIDA 
HIGH SCHOOL 

PRESENTS:

SJA On The Road
& YOU’RE INVITED

For more info visit: www.saintjoanantida.org

SJA’s Girls in Engineering program, 
in partnership with the Milwaukee 
School of Engineering, is 
Milwaukee’s only four-year bridge-
to-college engineering program 
for young women.

More than 85% of SJA’s 
graduates go on to 
pursue post-secondary 
education.

SJA is the 1st all-girl high 
school in WI to offer the 
prestigious International 
Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme.

Event Recap

Taking the SJA Mission on the Road…

Thank you to SJA friends and supporters Marguerite Gallagher 
and Tom Stilp for hosting our first SJA on the Road event at 
their beautiful home on Tuesday, March 22. With beautiful 
views of Milwaukee’s skyline as the backdrop, more than 30 
guests gathered to learn about SJA’s mission and the work we 
are doing to educate and empower our city’s next generation 
of leaders. Members of SJA’s Board of Directors were present 
with their invited guests, each of whom were new to SJA or just 
recently introduced.  

At the gathering, Paul Gessner, Head of School, made brief 
remarks on the school’s new International Baccalaureate (IB) 
focus and let attendees know the many ways they could get 
involved with the school. Students Kellie Phillips and Marisa 
Rodriguez, both Juniors at SJA, greeted guests and spoke 
about their day-to-day experience as students in SJA’s IB 
program.

The SJA on the Road series will continue this year with 
additional gatherings, each with a different audience focus 
aimed at highlighting a different aspect of the St. Joan Antida 
High School experience. 

If you have an interest in hosting a future SJA on the Road 
event, contact Joel Cencius, Director of Development  
and Communications, at (414) 274-4710 or  
jcencius@saintjoanantida.org. 

L-R: Event host Marguerite 
Gallagher with students 
Kellie Phillips, ’17, and 
Marisa Rodriguez, ’17.

L-R: Guests Beth Pavletich,  
Kim Parsa and SJA Board 
Member, Chris Lamarre, ’68.

L-R: Head of School Paul 
Gessner with event hosts 
Marguerite Gallagher and 
Tom Stilp.
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School partner College Possible helps SJA students succeed post-high school

College Possible, an SJA partner organization, makes college admission and success possible 
for low-income students through an intensive curriculum of coaching and support. This support 
is provided at no cost to the high school. Coaches, serving as AmeriCorps members, guide our 
students through all of the key aspects of preparing for college during after-school sessions for two 
hours twice a week. In 2015-16, 54% of SJA Juniors and Seniors were served by College Possible.

The Junior curriculum orients students to the college application process, provides extensive 
preparation for the ACT/SAT exam, introduces students to college life through campus 
tours, and allows time for students to apply for summer enrichment opportunities. The Senior 
curriculum leads students through the college application process, assists students in applying for 
financial aid and scholarships, and guides students through the transition to college.

“Our College Possible students are determined, incredibly capable, and know the importance of 
obtaining a Bachelor’s degree. They understand college’s relevance for fulfilling their short and 
long term goals. Our students put in intensive hours of work, and often lead their peers in college 
applications, acceptances, and scholarships received,” stated SJA Senior Coach Jessica Curlett.

SJA students in College Possible both improve their own ability to earn college admission and disseminate this knowledge among 
their peers. In 2016, 100% of SJA’s College Possible Seniors were accepted to a 4-year college. In addition, these students applied 
to five or more colleges.

Learn more about College Possible: www.collegepossible.org 

SJA students participate in #62MillionGirls project

St. Joan Antida High School (SJA) students in U.S. History, World History, and IB History of the Americas courses had the 
opportunity this year to participate in a #62MillionGirls extra-credit project. Launched by the President and First Lady, 

#62MillionGirls is a part of the Let Girls Learn movement 
that focuses on the fact that there are 62 million girls around 
the world who are not in school. These girls have diminished 
economic opportunities and are more vulnerable to HIV/
AIDS, early and forced marriage, and other forms of violence. 
Conversely, when a girl receives a quality education, she is more 
likely to earn a decent living, raise a healthy, educated family, 
and improve the quality of life for herself, her family, and her 
community. 

After learning about and discussing this important global issue, 
more than 55 SJA students participated by sharing their own 
reflections on social media about what they’ve learned at school. 
Reflections included “In school, I learned how to stand for what 
I believe in. #62MillionGirls don’t have that chance” and “In 
school, I learned how to want to wake up every day and learn new 
things. #62MillionGirls don’t have that chance.”

Learn more about this initiative:  
www.62milliongirls.com; www.letgirlslearn.gov  

Partner Spotlight

L-R: Shelby Greco, ’16, Jessica 
Curlett, College Possible Senior 

Coach, Jessica Gonzalez, ’16.

Did You Know?

By the Numbers

SJA’s first annual NUN RUN, the no-run walk to 
benefit the students of SJA held in March was 
a huge hit! Save the date for next year’s event 
(January 21, 2017) and start building those teams.  

Check out the 2016 event results…by the Numbers!

total number of team members on 
the largest team, the Penguin Pacers

$18,511 
total amount the event 

raised for the students of 
SJA. Dollars will help fund 
SJA’s academic programs.

27% 
percentage of 

total money 
raised from 

the top three 
teams alone

30 total number of NUN RUN teams 

$25
2016 

NUN RUN 
registration 

fee

$41.34 
average 

event 
donation

351

25% 
percentage 

of event 
participants 
who are SJA 

alumnae

total number of NUN RUN 
registered participants
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Celebrating graduation with the Class of 2016!

Commencement
On Tuesday, May 31, the Class of 2016 gathered with family, friends, and staff at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist for the 2016 Commencement ceremony. This 
traditional ceremony included the Lighting of the Candles, readings and psalms led by 
SJA graduating Seniors, a Senior song performance and the blessing of the graduates 
as they move on to bright futures after SJA. Griselda Aldrete, SJA Class of 1998 and 
President/CEO of the Hispanic Professionals of Greater Milwaukee (HPGM) served 
as this year’s Commencement Speaker and in her remarks challenged our graduates 
to surround themselves with successful, like-minded individuals and to always look 
for opportunities to give back to the communities where they live and work. The 
program concluded with the official moving of the tassels and a welcome to the SJA 
Alumnae Association from Nicole Perow, SJA Class of 1993. We congratulate this year’s 
Valedictorian, Emily Soleski, and Salutatorian, Adrianna Ray. We also congratulate 
our first four Seniors to take International Baccalaureate (IB) program exams: Makayla 
Brame, Shanquilla Mays, Anai Romero, and Emily Soleski.

Congratulations to the class of 2016 for their hard work, perseverance, and success. 
More than 92% of  the class are pursuing post-secondary studies and are going on to 
colleges such as Alverno, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Wilber Wright College, 
and the University of Minnesota-Mankato to name a few. Twenty-two of our Seniors 
were awarded scholarship money for a grand total of $268,365 for their first year of 
college alone. We are excited for what the future has in store for each of our students – 
and can’t wait to hear about the progress they make!

Baccalaureate Mass
SJA faculty, staff and students gathered together for the traditional Baccalaureate Mass, 
the final mass of the 2015-16 school year, on Friday, May 20. The Baccalaureate Mass is 
held in honor of the graduating class. It is a time for students to recognize each other’s 
successes and reflect on the accomplishments they have made over their high-school 
career, as well as a time for the SJA community to come together in support and prayer 
for the paths that lay ahead for our students. Before the mass, Seniors received awards 
for academic achievement and service to SJA and to the community as part of the annual 
Senior Honors celebration.

Senior Luncheon
SJA friend and supporter Janice Biel hosted the Annual Senior Luncheon at the 
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin on Friday, May 20. The Senior Luncheon has more than 
six years of history and is a celebration of the next phase in the lives of SJA’s graduating 
class. SJA alumna and co-owner of Antigua Mexican and Latin Restaurant, Citlali 
Mendieta-Ramos ’97, shared her personal story of perseverance and challenged SJA 
students to treat setbacks as challenges to overcome on their way to success.

On the Cover: SJA’s Class of 2016 at the May 31 Commencement Ceremony held at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist.

Event Recap

SJA graduate Griselda Aldrete, ’98 
delivers the 2016 Commencement 

Keynote Address.

L-R: Senior luncheon host and SJA friend 
Janice Biel with luncheon speaker Citlali 

Mendieta-Ramos, ’97.

Sister Marie Grohall, SCSJA, and Sister Jennifer Daul, SCSJA, ’69, 
present the Jeanne Antide Award to Marisabel Trujillo.

SJA Seniors thank Janice Biel for a 
wonderful luncheon experience.

L-R: Class of 2016 Valedictorian Emily Soleski, 
SJA Board Chair Judith (Dougan) Hurley, ’68 and 

Salutatorian Adrianna Ray.

SJA alumnae Toni (Neuzerling) Liddy, ’65 and Martha 
(Shiroda) Secosh, ’58 handed out SJA Alumnae Association 

keychains to the graduating Seniors at the Luncheon.

L-R: Graduate Jessica Gonzalez receives her SJA diploma 
from Head of School Paul Gessner.
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International Baccalaureate testing: challenges and bene its (continued) 

SJA is an “IB-for-all” school, which means that all Juniors and 
Seniors participate in the IB program. SJA offers both the 
Diploma Programme (DP) and the Career-related Programme 
(CP), which involve different options for tests and additional 
requirements.

During their Senior year, all students work on their two final 
evaluations – one Internal Assessment and one External 
Assessment for each IB course.

Internal Assessments are designed 
and graded by an SJA teacher using a 
standardized rubric created by IB and are 
completed during the first semester of 
Senior year. The Internal Assessments are 
either projects or papers crafted around 
what students have learned over the past 
two years. 

External Assessments, or the standardized 
IB tests, are taken by students over a three 
week period in all six IB core subjects: 
IB English Language and Literature, 
Language Acquisition (Spanish), Individuals and Societies, 
Sciences, Mathematics, and Art. This marks the first year that 

SJA Seniors will take the IB tests.

Each test lasts about three hours, split over two days. Students 
work each day on one of two or three separate “papers” (the IB 
tests), depending on the subject. Papers consist of either short 
answer questions or an essay, even in STEM courses.

“Everything about the External Assessments must conform to 
the international standards,” said Kosiboski. 
“Each test takes place at a specific time on a 
specific day, with the same specific materials. 
There’s a lot of international standardization 
around the tests, which keeps everything fair 
for the students.”

At the end of the testing weeks, all testing 
materials are sent to official IB graders across 
the country and around the world. Students 
receive their final results in July, with each 
test graded on a scale of seven possible 
points.

Colleges and universities can accept higher 
scores on an IB test (usually a four or above) for course credit. 
Earning these credits can save families money, since they 

allow students to place out of intro-level courses when entering 
college.

Milwaukee colleges that accept IB scores include Alverno 
College, Marquette University, Mount Mary University, 
Milwaukee School of Engineering, University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee, and Wisconsin Lutheran College, to name a few.

“Whether or not they receive credit, 
students in the IB program strengthen their 
college applications and their educational 
foundations which are built upon in post-
secondary study,” said Kosiboski. 

The intensity of the IB courses and tests, as 
well as other program requirements, prepares 
students for college classes ahead. 

“Students are able to get excited about areas that they may 
not have considered for their future career,” said the IBCP 
Coordinator Cindy McLinn. “The incredible depth of the 
courses allows the students to make decisions they wouldn’t 
traditionally be able to make until their Sophomore or Junior year 
in college.”

Within the IB program, students practice time management, 
balance a challenging work load, and use advanced critical 
thinking—all of which make for a successful transition into 
college. IB students also learn to think outside the traditional box 
and beyond their own personal experiences. 

“It makes students see outside of their little world, even out of 
SJA or Milwaukee,” said Kosiboski.

Part of SJA’s mission focuses on exactly 
that—preparing students to look beyond 
local communities and enter the global 
community. In fact, developing “international 
mindedness” is one of the IB program’s core 
goals.

“You look at the SJA mission statement, you 
look at the IB goals, and the two match up 

point by point,” Kosiboski said.

For more information about the IB program and its testing 
policies, please visit www.IBO.org.

“The IB program 
provides academic 
opportunities for 

our students beyond 
anything we have ever 
offered before. The IB 

program, which is more 
than just the tests,  

is an intense amount  
of work.”

“Students are able to 
get excited about areas 
that they may not have 

considered for their 
future career.”



Sisters share SJA experience 
By: Lisa Kohlndorfer

Teachers—and even their own mother—sometimes confuse SJA 
students Anai (’16) and Sarahi (’19) Romero with each other. 
The two youngest and closest of four sisters may share some 
similarities, but they also have their own distinctive personalities. 
The younger Sarahi is considered the artsy one. The older sister, 
Anai, is the more realistic of the two. Talking about their unique 
high school paths, which began even before Sarahi became a 
student, the Romero girls were able to shed light on the close 
relationship they share despite their differences.

Although one could see the connection, Sarahi emphasized that 
she did not choose SJA to follow her sister Anai. After touring 
to experience SJA herself, she convinced her parents that the 
school’s comfortable atmosphere was where she wanted to spend 
her high school years.

“My parents actually wanted me to go to a school closer to home, 
but when I visited I didn’t feel comfortable there. Visiting SJA 
felt like coming home,” said Sarahi.

Before coming to SJA, though, she was able to get a close-up 
sneak peak of what the school had to offer outside the classroom. 

Watching Anai travel with the SJA Robotics team (RoboChix), 
Sarahi was able to see first-hand what it meant to be a student at 
SJA.

“I traveled with Anai and the RoboChix, and I sometimes got 
to help them build their robots,” Sarahi remembered. “Seeing 
how they were having fun and doing hands-on learning was really 
exciting for me.”

While Sarahi was still deciding on a high school, Anai respected 
that the choice was her sister’s. But that didn’t stop Anai from 
nudging her towards choosing her school.

“Like me, I thought she’d be more likely to ask for help and 
speak up at an all-girl school than at a co-ed school,” she said.
Anai also had another motive as a protective, older sister.

“I didn’t tell her this, but I wanted to spend a year at school with 
my sister. I wanted to be there to help her start high school and 
answer her questions,” said Anai.

Though the girls did not see each other often during classes, 
given their different grade levels, they did overlap in their shared 

Student Spotlight
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L-R: Anai and Sarahi Romero.

interests. Their favorite classes included History, Art, and 
Engineering. But the similarities soon end, splitting between the 
imaginative and the realistic.

For example, both girls said they enjoyed reading – for different 
reasons. Anai likes to learn about the practical applications of 
lessons from history.

“I like how past events relate to the future and even help to 
explain problems in the present,” Anai said.

Distinct from her sister’s realism, Sarahi likes to read romance 
and science fiction. She preferred the experience instead of 
lessons learned. 

“I love feeling like I’m inside of a story and being somewhere 
else,” said Sarahi. 

Their tastes in reading carry over into their artistic pursuits. 
One of Sarahi’s latest art assignments was to make a visual 
representation of song lyrics.

“I ended up choosing lyrics from Ed Sheeran’s song ‘Give Me 
Love,’” Sarahi explained, “I really like that song, even though 
Anai thinks it’s cheesy.”

Sarahi particularly enjoyed drawing anime figures and other 
exaggerated art forms. Anai took a different route for her final 
Art project, using a series of photographs that represented her 
time at SJA. Her artwork focused on making images as realistic as 
possible.

“I like to do sketches of objects,” said Anai. “I can look at a 
corner of a wall and just focus on staying as close to the real thing 
as I can.”

In their extracurricular activities, the sisters again take separate 
paths. Anai has been involved heavily with RoboChix during her 
four years, while Sarahi has chosen to work with Mock Trial.
Keeping with her down-to-earth personality, Anai’s work 
with RoboChix as a co-captain has allowed her to practice 
organizational skills and use her practical knowledge.

“I was giving directions and watching over groups,” Anai said. 
“I wrote up our business plan, the mission statement – lots of 
typing.”

On the other hand, Sarahi’s involvement with Mock Trial 
represented a shift away from her sister’s lead. Sarahi served as a 
witness this year, visiting the Milwaukee Courthouse to present 

a case in front of real lawyers and a judge. She most enjoyed the 
performance aspect of the trials.

“I think that it’s fun, like acting, where we each have to learn our 
parts,” Sarahi said.

Most important for both sisters are their academics. Each sister 
believes that the individualized help from teachers at SJA has 
been the best benefit of the school.

“The teachers take time to help you,” Sarahi explained. “I can 
meet with them one-on-one outside of class and they’ll help me to 
understand what I’m struggling with.”

Similarly, Anai said that the small class sizes and personalized 
attention are what she will miss most as she begins larger college 
classes this Fall as a student at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.

“Teachers at SJA pay attention and get to know you - it’s easy to 
approach them for help,” she said.

Although it will be an adjustment for Anai, she felt that SJA has 
prepared her well for the transition.

“I’m excited to start college,” she said. “The teachers and 
counselors at SJA have opened our eyes and helped us 
understand what’s going to happen next.”

For her own future, Sarahi was also split about what she wants to 
do. She listed biology, art, and teaching as three possible paths, 
with teaching in the lead.

“I’ve thought a lot about becoming a teacher. As part of the IB 
program, sometimes we get to practice ‘teaching’ a class, so I can 
see if I really like it,” Sarahi said.

Even with their differences, both girls wish to maintain their close 
bond after Anai graduates from SJA this Spring. 

“We’ll probably separate a little, since I’ll have to focus on classes 
and that will take up time,” said Anai. “But I’ll still be living at 
home, so we get to spend time together.” 

With Anai beginning at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 
the Fall, each sister will continue developing her own personal 
talents while still staying close with the other, both facing their 
own open futures ahead.   
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Event Recap

SJA hosts record crowds for 10th Annual Girls in Engineering Fair

Our 10th Annual Girls in Engineering Fair, held on Tuesday, April 
19, drew  a record crowd with eight area schools and more than 
175 students, grades 6-8, participating in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) related activities. With early exposure 
being key, the Girls in Engineering Fair is designed to introduce young 
women to potential careers in the STEM fields, and, through hands-
on activities, spark and maintain greater interest in math and science 
subject areas. There is greater demand for women to enter STEM 
career fields as only 5% of American professionals currently working in 
STEM careers are women, according to the U.S. Department of Labor.

The Fair featured many hands-on projects including Fun with 
Bernoulli, which used principles performed by many engineers in 
which they manipulate air pressure so its influence can be seen on 
the objects around us. Participants led by SJA’s engineering students 
(STEMbassadors) were given two plastic cups, a ping pong ball and 
the task of moving one ball to the other cup only using air from their 
lungs as a resource. They were required to make observations and 
suggestions on how to successfully complete their assigned task. 

The Fair featured a keynote presentation with speaker Agueda Guerra, 
a transportation engineer. Guerra works for CH2M Hill, a global 
engineering company that provides consulting, design, construction, 
and operations services for corporations and federal, state, and 
local governments. Guerra has worked on many large projects in 
Southeastern Wisconsin, including the recently-completed Marquette 
interchange. Guerra spoke about her experiences as a civil engineer in 
both the public and private sectors for the past 15 years.  

This annual event happens twice a year, both in the Fall and Spring
semesters. Thank you to our event sponsor, the Milwaukee School of
Engineering (MSOE) and our partners, Pizza Shuttle, Swag 
Promotions, and Sam’s Club.

We are currently seeking sponsors for the 2016-17 Girls in Engineering 
Fairs. Full or partial sponsorship opportunities are available. 
To become a partner in this wonderful educational program for 
young women, contact Joel Cencius, Director of Development and 
Communications at (414) 274-4710 or jcencius@saintjoanantida.org. 

Checking in with Jaguar Athletics 

 SJA Senior Carmen Medina-Santa Anna will 
be starting her fourth year as a member of 
the Jaguar athletic program this Fall. Over 
the last three years, she has been a strong 
contributor to the soccer, cross-country and 
volleyball programs. Off the field, Carmen 
has also been involved with RoboChix, 
Student Ambassadors and is one of the 
20 students selected to participate in the 

2016 Franciscan Pilgrimage Program. Outside of school she 
is a talented dancer who has traveled across the country with 
her award-winning performance dance group. Carmen truly 
believes that a well-rounded high school experience helps her 
to achieve her academic and social potential.

Carmen’s commitment to athleticism has shown in her 
performance on the field and as a role model to her teammates. 
As a Junior, she served as co-captain of the soccer team and was 
instrumental in helping a brand new coaching staff to rebuild a 
young program with mostly 9th grade players. Due to a number 
of graduating seniors the year before, Carmen was one of only 

three upperclassmen on the soccer team this year. Most of the 
players had not been involved in high school athletics before 
and the team spent their rebuilding year learning how to work 
together to truly have an exceptional program in the coming 
years. As a Senior, Carmen is excited about the new look of the 
program.

“With the strong and bold motivators I call my new coaches, I 
see many doors and opportunities ahead of me,” said Carmen.  

We are grateful for athletes like Carmen that have a positive, 
inclusive attitude to keep the program strong!

Want to help with Jaguar Athletics?  We are currently seeking 
a cross-country coach for the Fall as well as game managers 
and scoring staff for both Fall volleyball and Spring soccer. All 
positions come with stipends and the gratitude of enthusiastic 
athletes like Carmen! For more information, contact Elizabeth 
Lingen, Assistant Head of School (elingen@saintjoanantida.org 
or 414-274-4705).

Lady Jaguars

Alumna of the Year award

The St. Joan Antida High School Alumnae 
Association is excited to announce the 
return of the Alumna of the Year award. 
With this award, the Association wishes 
to recognize a graduate’s outstanding 
contributions to her profession and/or 
community which support the mission 
of SJA. Nominations are currently being 
accepted for the 2016 award.

Criteria:
The nominee must actively support the SJA 
mission: In the spirit of St. Joan Antida Thouret’s passion to educate 
and empower young women, we prepare our students to lead and 
serve in a global society.

The nominee may exhibit support of the SJA mission in one or more 
areas:

• Professional achievements
• Distinguished leadership
• Service to the community
• Service to SJA

Nomination process:
In order for a graduate to be nominated, 
a letter of recommendation of the 
nominee must be submitted (in writing 
or electronically) and can be made by any 
individual. The letter of recommendation 
must address how the nominee has 
exhibited support of SJA’s mission in any 
of the categories listed above. The Alumna 
of the Year award winner will be selected 
and presented the award in the Fall.

Deadline for nomination submission: August 19, 2016

Nominations may be submitted via: 
Email: alumnae@saintjoanantida.org 
Online: surveymonkey.com/r/RVBDJX7 
Printable form (download at saintjoanantida.org > Alumnae),  
and mailed to: 
    St. Joan Antida High School
    Attn: Alumnae Association
    1341 North Cass Street
    Milwaukee, WI 53202

Alumnae News & Happenings



Senior-year tuition costs. This monetary award helped Turnbull 
commit to her degree.

Turnbull spent three and half years interning with Rockwell as 
part of her scholarship, gaining experience in many different 
departments. During her last semester, she found a group 
that she enjoyed working with who hired her full-time. She 
appreciated most the atmosphere that encouraged creativity and 
cooperation. 

“The manager is really supportive about trying new things,” 
Turnbull explained. “If you’ve finished your work, he won’t say 
no to working on a new project or learning something new.”

Since establishing herself at Rockwell as a Firmware Test 
Engineer, Turnbull has turned her free time towards improving 
the high school that helped her find her path.

“SJA now has the engineering classes that I didn’t have. That 
makes me happy, because I want to see my school get better and 
better each year,” she said.

One way that Turnbull has helped give back to SJA has been 
implementing the current Robotics program, RoboChix, 

with SJA faculty member Cindy McLinn. The program is a 
national competition where students build their own robots to 
outperform robots from other teams. 

Turnbull has been a RoboChix mentor for the past several 
years. For her, it’s a chance to role-model what SJA students are 
capable of accomplishing. 

“They can see that if someone like them could be an engineer, 
they can go do whatever it is they want to do,” she said.

In acting as a supportive mentor for students that were once in 
her shoes, Turnbull showcases the importance of encouraging 
young girls in whatever their dreams may be. 

“Anything is possible”
Engineer and SJA alumna Elicia Turnbull, ’04, thanks her supporters, gives back
By: Lisa Kohlndorfer

“St. Joan Antida High School taught me that anything is 
possible, that I can do anything I want to do,” said 2004 
graduate Elicia Turnbull. These words are emblematic of her 
life path so far. Turnbull could not have foreseen the winding 
road of her education and career. Consistent throughout her 
life, though, have been the support of her parents, teachers, 
and supervisors as she has found her way. Her long line of 
supporters has inspired her to be a role model for younger 
students, as one of the first organizers of the SJA Robotics team 
– RoboChix.

From an early age, Turnbull’s parents gave 
a lot of freedom to their children about their 
intellectual interests. Her parents were 
supportive no matter what the activity, so 
long as it was educational. 

“My parents never told me no, they said 
‘Let’s go!’” said Turnbull. “They taught me 
that anything-is-possible mentality.”

This freedom extended to the children’s 
choice in schools. Rather than forcing 
Turnbull to follow her older sister to a public 
high school, her parents let Turnbull take 
the placement test at SJA and decide that it 
was the place for her. For Turnbull, as with many students, the 
school felt right.

“I especially liked the small class sizes – you weren’t lost in a 
crowd,” she said. “Teachers know who you are.”

Another benefit of the small student body was the ability to 
explore lots of different classes and extracurricular activities. 
Turnbull could enjoy a well-rounded education by joining 
groups that were outside of her typical interests. 

“At SJA, you’re not pigeon-holed into one path,” she said. 
“I was able to explore all kinds of interests that didn’t have to 
match my career.”

Although her favorite classes were math- and science-based, 
she also joined Forensics, Light Crew, and spent all four years 
working with the school newspaper. 

“SJA let us explore all these different things, and no one would 
tell you that you couldn’t try,” she said.

The small school size also meant that teachers could give 
individualized attention to students who needed help. One 
particular teacher, Sister Janet, let students choose their own 
Art projects.

“You could come up to Sister Janet and say ‘I want to do this 
difficult thing that hasn’t been done before,’ 
and she would make it happen,” Turnbull 
remembered. “She’d help you with whatever 
you wanted to do, so long as you were willing 
to put in the work.”

When Turnbull decided she wanted work 
with photography, Sister Janet made a 
makeshift dark room so she could develop 
the film. That type of support helped 
Turnbull take control of her own education, 
and reinforced that she could accomplish 
anything she set her mind to.

Graduating from SJA with a foundation in her 
own self-confidence and the support of her 
teachers and family, Turnbull then applied to 

many different universities – still unsure of her own career path.

“I knew that I could always change my mind, and the people 
around me would still be supportive,” she said.

Eventually she decided to attend the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering (MSOE), mainly because she had made friends 
with some students there. However, she lacked complete 
confidence in her choice at first. She entered college without a 
strong idea of what engineering was like, and had to play “catch-
up” with other students who had more experience.

“I’m proud that I graduated with an engineering degree,” 
Turnbull said. “I came close to quitting it entirely about four 
or five times. But there was always an encouraging word from 
someone at just the right moment.”

Turnbull’s most significant support was a scholarship she 
received from Rockwell Automation to cover her Junior-and 
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And then she adopted a soldier…
By: Sioux (Czarnecki) Henzig, ’64

When Melissa (Kaiser) Gutierrez, ’02, decided to do 
something that would make someone’s life a bit brighter 
over nine years ago, she could hardly have thought it would 
change her own life immeasurably. Living and working in 
Milwaukee, she signed on to “Adopt a Soldier” and started 
sending goodie packages to Daniel Gutierrez, a soldier 
in Iraq. Beef jerky, hygiene items and special treats were 
directed to Daniel, and only two or three times did she 
enclose a small note to her assigned soldier.

As Melissa shared her very own Nicholas Sparks love story 
from a comfortable couch in her living room, her hands 
moved almost continuously, punctuating her sentences 
with gestures of joy as well as distress. Her face was all 
smiles, however, and her eyes lit with delight whenever 
the conversation veered to Daniel, or their two-and-a-half-
year-old son, Max, a blue-eyed wonder walking around 
proudly showing off his bright green dinosaur boots, 
though there wasn’t a puddle in sight.

After seven or eight months of sending the packages, 
Melissa received a surprise phone call from Daniel asking 
her to meet for lunch while he was home on R & R during 
his 15-month deployment. Her initial response was not 
eagerness for a face-to-face encounter, but Daniel earnestly 
kept asking. He just wanted to let her know how much he 
appreciated her packages during his time in Iraq. Melissa 
animatedly told me she planned the meeting in a public 
place so she could get a look at him and if she was dubious, 
would just drive away. The parking lot of a Best Buy it 
would be, and when she arrived she saw Daniel next to his 
motorcycle. Is there such a thing as love at first sight? Or 
first extended conversation? Perhaps not, but that tentative 
luncheon date eventually turned into an elopement, and 
Melissa found herself on the way to Germany as a military 
spouse.

Melissa flew to Germany to set up housing, and Daniel 
returned to his tour of duty. His official title of Allied 
Trades Specialist (Welder) H8 Recovery Asset meant that 
he was in charge of recovering personnel and equipment. 
The title sounds so crisp and clear, but the reality was 
Daniel dealt with the broken and bombed vehicles, hulks 
of blasted metal and the remains of the soldiers who were 
in them. While in Iraq he was seriously injured, suffering 
a traumatic brain injury which caused severe memory loss, 

balance issues, vertigo, sleep disturbances, irritability 
and daily migraines. Hospitalized for five months, he was 
eventually released into extensive outpatient therapy in 
Germany, where they continued to work on his balance, 
memory and irritability issues for another 13 months.

In 2010, Melissa and Daniel were relocated to his second 
duty station in Fort Carson, Colorado and his unit was 
deployed in 2011 for a 12-month duty tour in Afghanistan. 
On the tour he was medically evacuated by helicopter 
and taken to an emergency outpost after hot metal and 
oil splashed in his eyes. On a later mission he took and 
returned direct enemy fire and was given a Combat Action 
Badge. He was eventually diagnosed with PTSD and, 
after failed medication attempts and anger management 
sessions, he stopped treatment and become a member of 
Rock Point Church in Colorado Springs where he found 
new strength and peace.

Assigned to his third duty station in Fort Knox, Kentucky 
in 2013, the stress from the move and losing the support 
of the church triggered his PTSD and Daniel again sought 
help from medical professionals. His unit was getting 
ready to deploy again to Afghanistan, and during a routine 
evaluation the Army deemed that he should be medically 
retired for his TBI/PTSD. This was another difficult blow 
for Daniel as he had expected to make the service his 
career. In 2014, Daniel, Melissa and infant Max moved 
back to Milwaukee to be near family, and once again the 
Gutierrez family settled in to create a new home and new 
memories.

Melissa and Daniel’s story took on a vibrant life of its own 
in that sunny living room in West Allis on a Wednesday 
afternoon far from combat zones, military bases and the 
news sound bites heard over the years of the horrors in the 
Middle East. Max in his green boots, gleefully alternating 
between glasses of water and milk, provided his own take 
on the tale with little questions and happy statements 
about his Daddy. Daniel, looking comfortably ready for a 
summer away from his UWM studies in Speech Pathology, 
added comments and details which made the colors and 
textures of love, war, challenges and hope vividly real. It is 
the whole family who is touched, shaped and re-formed by 
what happens to one of its members; Melissa and Daniel are 
certainly evidence of that.

Alumnae Story

Over chicken masala, garlic mashed potatoes and salad for the 
grownups and scrambled eggs and cheese with toast for Max, we 
talked about summer plans. It will be fishing trips for Daniel, 
perhaps with Grandpa Kaiser, and assuredly with Melissa and 
Max nearby. With McCarty Park right across the street from their 
home, there’s always a picnic table beckoning. The Gutierrez trio is 
bound to find the summer days sweet with promise, with or without 
dinosaur boots.

What is ordinary life for Melissa is truly extraordinary to me. 
Bolstered by her strong faith and an amazing resilience, she is a 
remarkable woman. She can easily weave the joyful tidbits of the 
unusual into the routine and daily - like getting married three 
times, all to the same man. The first time it was at the courthouse; 
the second time in a German castle. Before his deployment to 
Afghanistan, Daniel insisted there be a third time, a church wedding 
with all the trimmings. She is the steadfast and zealous companion 
of a person dealing with the aftermath of war on a continuous basis; 
their bed is directly on the floor so no injuries from night terrors 
will occur. Max is the beacon for both Melissa and Daniel; they 
delight in his antics, this strawberry-blond sturdy little boy. Melissa 
chuckled when she told me they consider him to be their very own 
ten pound turkey, brought home from the hospital on Thanksgiving 
Day, 2013.

With her trademark head kerchief pertly in place, Melissa looks 
little different than she did in high school, though her hair is 
no longer pink and blue. She remembers her time at SJA with 
fondness, considering it a formative and supportive place where 
students weren’t allowed to be invisible. Melissa and I had many 
conversations when she was my student. Over the years since then, 
we wrote to each other and I knew bits and pieces of her story. Our 
visit offered a chance for me to watch and listen to her flesh out 
those pieces into a saga worthy of an award for tenacity, fortitude 
and superior achievement in the art of being a human being. Melissa 
and Daniel take the ordinary and create an extraordinary message. 
They are a study in commitment and sacrifice. Nicholas Sparks 
would do well to take a look at their journey. Just think of what can 
result when someone just happens to adopt a soldier.



Event Recap

12 Incredible Women.  
1 HUGE thank you!

Thank you to the 12 women who shared their powerful stories 
of perseverance, challenges and success with our students over 
lunch for our 2015-16 Leadership Luncheon program. Each 
speaker inspired and motivated our students who all hope to 
follow in their footsteps upon graduating from SJA.

Thank you to event sponsor Professional Dimensions for making 
our Leadership Luncheon program possible and to Holly Ryan 
for once again overseeing and organizing the lunches.

If you would like to sponsor a lunch or nominate a woman to 
speak as part of our 2016-17 Leadership Luncheon program, 
please contact Joel Cencius, Director of Development and 
Communications at (414) 274-4710 or  
jcencius@saintjoanantida.org. 
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Catching Up With…  
Oluwatomisin “Tomi” Ladeinde ’13

Oluwatomisin “Tomi” Ladeinde is a Junior at Cardinal 
Stritch University studying Accounting. Ladeinde is 
also the recipient of the Wigchers Family/Zilber, Ltd. 
Scholarship as part of a partnership between the Boys 
and Girls Clubs, Cardinal Stritch 
University, and Mary Ann and 
Art Wigchers. A transfer student 
to St. Joan Antida High School 
(SJA) from Nigeria, Ladeinde 
remembered well the warm 
support she received from the 
school. We asked Ladeinde to 
spare a few moments to reflect on 
how SJA has influenced her life so 
far, and what she would like other 
students to remember. 

What made SJA special to you?
Ladeinde: The teachers were the 
best part of SJA for me. I kept to 
myself in the beginning, and they 
encouraged me to get out of my 
comfort zone. The teachers made me feel welcome in my 
new community. The Catholic mission also drew me in. 
One day in particular that stays with me was when my class 
served lunch to some of the homeless and working poor 
people at the Open Door Café. It was at that moment I 
realized that no matter how little I have, I can always share 
something.

How did SJA prepare you for college?
Ladeinde: SJA prepared me for how difficult college can 
be. In high school I was always thinking, “This is hard. 
Why is there so much work?” But now I understand. My 
teachers at SJA told me that college is not easy. If I could 
succeed at SJA, then I could succeed in college too. I also 
appreciate SJA’s mission of leadership. At SJA, every 
student is encouraged to take on a leadership role. As 
you get older, you learn that you can easily be shut out if 
you don’t stand up for what you believe in. SJA helped me 
learn how to stand up for myself.

Tell us about why you chose Cardinal Stritch 
University.
Ladeinde: When my mother and I visited Stritch, it felt 
like the same environment as SJA. It’s a small campus. 

You know people and people 
know you. The school also gives 
you mentors and advisors who are 
in your corner, who are invested in 
seeing you succeed. The teachers 
here challenge me to do better.

What are your plans after 
college?
Ladeinde: I study Accounting, 
and I work currently as an intern 
at Northwestern Mutual. After 
graduation, I plan on enrolling 
in a Master’s program with the 
end goal of taking the CPA exam 
to become a Certified Public 
Accountant.

What is one piece of advice you would give to students 
currently at SJA?
Ladeinde: Don’t be afraid of being yourself. I was 
extremely shy at first in high school. As a transfer student 
from another country, I was afraid people would find out I 
was different. But then I realized that I would rather have 
people be friends with me for who I really am. Remember 
that you have so much to offer the world, just by being 
yourself. I would also tell students to respect their 
teachers and the work they do to help make you a better 
person. They don’t have to put in the extra effort, but they 
are always doing so much more than you realize.

Favorite quote?
Ladeinde: My favorite quote is from Proverbs: “Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart…He will keep your path 
straight.” Let Him handle whatever you’re worrying 
about. I just remember that it’s not all on me – He knows 
that it will be okay in the end.

Alumnae News & Happenings
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SJA Class Notes

St. Joan Antida High School aims to keep the 
alumnae community connected with its class 
notes feature. Class notes are published three 
times a year, in each of the SJA Newsletter 
publications. Through this information 
sharing tool, we encourage alumnae to follow 
the achievements and life celebrations of 
fellow graduates. Alumnae are encouraged 
to submit class notes for publication to: 
alumnae@saintjoanantida.org. SJA reserves 
the right to edit submissions based on space 
limitations.

1970s
•Phyllis Piano, ’73, will release her first
novel, “Hostile Takeover: A Love Story” 
on Oct. 4. A Milwaukee book launch 
event will be held on Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. at 
the Boswell Book Company on Downer 
Ave.

Piano spent more than 30 years 
as an award-winning corporate 
communications expert for some of the 
world’s largest companies. She and her 
husband now split their time between 
California, England and the Midwest.

For more details, including how to order 
the book or to attend the Milwaukee book 
launch, visit www.phyllispiano.com.  

1990s
•Elizabeth (Stengel) Lingen, ’93, was
promoted to Assistant Head of School at 
St. Joan Antida High School.

2010s
•Daesy Plascencia, ’10, is an SJA and
College Possible graduate as well as a 
current College Possible coach. She spent 
Tuesday, March 29, 2016 in Washington, 
D.C. to take part in a collaboration hosted 
by the Teacher’s Guild and the First 
Lady’s Reach Higher initiative. Plascencia 
was selected to accompany College 
Possible senior leadership to examine 
ideas for improving postsecondary 
pathways brainstormed by College 
Possible and other education, technology 
and design partners.

2016 Class Reunions
Please contact Rachael Habermehl, 
Development Manager, for more 
information on any reunion or to  
RSVP: alumnae@saintjoanantida.org or 
(414) 274-4728.

Class of 1966 – 50-year Reunion
Dinner date: Saturday Sept. 24, 2017
Dinner time: 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Dinner location:  
    Meyer’s Restaurant & Bar
    4260 South 76th Street
    Greenfield, WI 53220

Picnic date: Sunday Sept. 25, 2016
Picnic time: Noon- 5 p.m.
Picnic location:  

 Home of Ruth (Volcensek) Rossman ‘66
    9126 32nd Avenue
    Kenosha, WI 53142

Class of 1976 – 40-year Reunion
Date: Saturday, Aug. 27, 2016
Time: 4-10 p.m.
Location:  
    Pettit Ice Center
    Hall of Fame Room
    500 South 84th Street
    Milwaukee, WI 53214

Class of 1986 – 30-year Reunion
Date: Friday, Sept. 30
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location:  
    Rock Bottom Brewery
    740 North Plankinton Avenue
    Milwaukee, WI 53203

Class of 1991 – 25-year Reunion
TBD

Class of 1996 – 20-year Reunion
TBD

We remember these alumnae and 
Sisters who are no longer with us:
• Sister Mary Giovanna 

Bellante, SCSJA – Passed away on
June 4, 2016

• Kathy Chapman ’66 – Passed away on
March 5, 2009

• Patricia Guerrero ’80 – Passed away
on June 20, 2016

• Gloria Hernandez-Hartwig ’67 –
Passed away on Feb. 19, 2016

• Bonita Kaniewski ’66 – Passed away
on April 29, 2004

• Marilyn Santiago ’65 – Passed away
on Feb. 4, 2016

• Christine Wierzchowski ’89 – Passed
away on March 31, 2016

• Tonya (Scherbarth) Zeien ’87 –
Passed away in March 2016
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Contributed Revenue Financials 

The brief statistics below illustrate St. Joan Antida High School’s contributions from 
the Sisters of Charity, alumnae, corporations, foundations, past parents and friends.
Contributed revenue accounted for more than 47% of all total revenue received by the 
school in 2014-15. 

2014-15 Contributed Revenue: $1,318,476

  Sources of Contributed Revenue  

      St. Joan Antida High School Foundation: 39%

     Corporate/Foundation: 27%

      Special Events: 18%

     Individual Giving: 16%

  Gift Type  

      Unrestricted Gifts: 87%

      Restricted Gifts: 13%

2014-15 Giving Statistics: 

• 662 total number of donors

• 18% of donors were SJA alumnae

• 271 total number of new donors

• Average donation: $550

The complete audited financial statements are available by request in the SJA Business 
Office. Contact the Business Office at cyoung@saintjoanantida.org.

2nd Annual Alumnae Brunch
Sunday, Sept. 18, 2016
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: SJA

The St. Joan Antida High School Alumnae Association is excited to 
host the 2nd Annual Alumnae Brunch on Sunday, Sept. 18, 2016, 
where it will present the 2016 SJA Alumnae of the Year award to 
the deserving recipient. Join us at 10 a.m. for a meet and greet with 
brunch and a few special surprises! The morning will wrap up with 
self-guided tours of SJA. We are excited to reconnect with you and 
let you know what’s new at SJA! RSVP with Rachael Habermehl, 
Development Manager, at alumnae@saintjoanantida.org or  
(414) 274-4728.

Soles for Catholic Education Walk
Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016
Location: Mount Mary University 

Save the date! On Saturday, Oct. 15, SJA will participate in the annual 
Soles for Catholic Education Walk at Mount Mary University. This 
event is supported by students and families of Catholic schools with the 
hopes of raising $500,000 with the funds raised going back into the 
participating schools to be used for programming or supplies. SJA’s 
Admissions team will be in attendance with its own tent complete with 
informational materials and treats for walkers. Registration is free and 
you receive a t-shirt for your participation. Interested in getting out for a 
day of fitness and fun? Contact us to register or donate to team “St. Joan 
Antida High School” at (414) 274-4709. 

Open House
Thursday, Oct. 27, 2016
Location: SJA

Students are encouraged to attend our Open House to learn more 
about SJA and to apply for the 2017-18 school year. Students will learn 
about SJA’s International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme and 
Career-related Programme, our Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math focus, and how they can be successful at SJA.

Spaghetti with the Sisters
Sunday, Nov.  6, 2016
Location: SJA

Come celebrate the rich history and community of SJA at our 
traditional Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser. Come and spend time 
with the Sisters of Charity and our students as you enjoy the iconic 
meatballs and pasta that has made this event our most popular! 

2nd Annual Nun-Run: Post-Nun-Run Celebration
Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017
Location: TBD

We are excited to announce the 2nd Annual Nun-Run to support the 
students of SJA! You can participate in the Nun-Run from anywhere 
– the only race is to register and receive your commemorative t-shirt. 
Local participants are invited to join a post-event celebration in 
Milwaukee on Saturday, Jan. 21.

24th Annual Auction
Saturday, April 29, 2017
Location: SJA

Event co-chairs Griselda Aldrete, ’98, Hispanic Professionals of 
Greater Milwaukee (HPGM), and Raquel Filmanowicz, BMO Harris 
Bank, invite you to join us for our 24th Annual Auction and enjoy 
an evening of cocktails, hours d’oeuvres, and dinner, along with live 
and silent auctions. Money raised at the Annual Auction will fund 
important programs and enhancements that will allow us to deliver an 
exceptional education to our students. Your support is invaluable!

Submit a class note! Simply fill out this form, cut it off, and mail it back! 

Name (and maiden name, if applicable) 
__________________________________________________________________________
SJA Class Year ________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City/Town ____________________________________________________________
State/Province ________________________________    Zip Code ___________
Email Address _________________________________________________________
Phone Number ________________________________________________________
Class Notes submission: _____________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________

Upcoming SJA Events

The form can be mailed to:  
St. Joan Antida High School 
Attn: Development Office  
1341 North Cass Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53202  
or  
you can email your class notes to 
alumnae@saintjoanantida.org

Class Notes can include:
• Reunions
• Promotions/awards
• Current occupation
• Community

         contributions
• Marriages
• Birth of children/

         grandchildren
• Alumnae in-memoriam

         recognition
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For information on any event, please contact the SJA 
Development Department at:  
developmentasst@saintjoanantida.org or (414) 274-4728.



1341 North Cass Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202-2796 
(p) 414-272-8423  (f) 414-272-3135 
www.saintjoanantida.org

Space is still available for 
Fall 2016 enrollment!  

Important Admissions Dates:

    Wednesday, June 22:  
    Freshwoman Summer Series begins        

    Friday, July 22:  
    Freshwoman Summer Series ends           

    Saturday, Oct. 15:  
 Soles for Catholic Education Walk            

    Thursday, Oct. 27:  
    Fall Open House            

Call our admissions office  
at (414) 274-4709 for more 
information.

2017-18 Placement Testing Dates: 

    Saturday, Nov. 5  
    from 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

    Monday, Nov. 7  
    from 4:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.

    Wednesday, Nov. 16  
    from 4:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.




